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The Lauren Rose Albert Foundation aims to honor mothers 
and help them provide better lives for their families 

By Jessica White 
 

In 2000, Susan Rose lost her 
eldest daughter, Lauren Rose 
Albert, to an automobile 
accident in Morocco. Shortly 
after her death, Rose created 
the Lauren Rose Albert Foundation (LRAF) to honor her memory. 
 
 “Our focus is really on helping women, just in a nutshell,” said Rose. 
 
The LRAF’s motto, “Mothers Matter,” reflects this goal. Rose’s daughter had 
three children of her own and, like most mothers, wanted them to live in a 
better world.  
 
According to the LRAF Web site,  laurenslegacy.org, the organization’s mission, 
“to encourage mothers to achieve educationally and economically and to seek 
brighter futures for themselves and their families,” goes along with Lauren’s 
life philosophy. 
 
When she started the foundation, Rose looked for ways to give women 
assistance in areas where little help existed.  
 
In her professional life, Rose had a background working in the government, 
and she often interacted with women’s groups and heard stories of women who 
fell through the cracks instead of receiving aid. 
 
“We try to provide help in areas where there isn’t [any],” Rose said. 
 
One of the organization’s most comprehensive projects is the distribution of 
Mother’s Day gift baskets to mothers, grandmothers and other female 
caregivers who may not receive much recognition on that May day. 
 
“The idea behind it was to acknowledge mothers,” Rose said. 
 
Baskets are assembled by LRAF volunteers and contain various personal care 
supplies such as soap, shampoo, body lotion and other necessities. Each gift 
basket is color-coordinated and made with a personal touch. 
 
“We want every basket to be special, and they are,” said Rose. 
 
For some mothers, Rose said, the basket is the only gift they receive for 
Mother’s Day. 
 
Most of the supplies are donated through collection drives from approximately 
60 different schools throughout Burlington, Camden and Gloucester counties. 
Businesses also provide donations. Whatever supplies aren’t received from 
donations, volunteers purchase them out of pocket. 
 
After the baskets are ready, volunteers give out the baskets at day care 
centers, women’s shelters, Ronald McDonald Houses and other places 
throughout South Jersey and Philadelphia.  
 
In her first year of the program, Rose’s goal was to create 100 gift baskets 
with her volunteers — the foundation distributed over 260 baskets that year. 
Last year, the LRAF gave out 1,950 gift baskets, and this year, Rose expects to 
surpass 2,000. The LRAF is on track to distribute its 10,000th gift basket this 
May. 
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“It’s so good to touch the lives of so many, many women and make their lives 
a little brighter,” Rose said.  
 
For this year’s gift baskets, there are two regional collection centers where 
people can drop off donations. Donors can leave women’s toiletries at the 
Washington Township Mayor’s Office, 523 Egg Harbor Road, Sewell, and the 
Cherry Hill Mayor’s Office, 820 Mercer St. 
 
On March 29, the foundation held a ribbon-cutting ceremony for its new 
headquarters in Washington Township. Sen. Fred Madden and Assemblyman 
Paul Moriarty were among those in attendance. 
 
After the ceremony, 50 volunteers began the work of sorting supplies for this 
year’s Mother’s Day gift baskets, a process which will continue until the day 
arrives.  
 
Besides the gift baskets, The LRAF provides other things for mothers — among 
them, a grant for working moms pursuing higher education. 
The cost of textbooks can put a dent in almost any student’s budget, and for a 
working, single mother, it can be even more difficult to afford books for a 
college class, even if she is already receiving financial assistance.  
 
“For many, textbooks are not covered,” Rose said. 
 
The LRAF recognized this dilemma and created Women’s Scholarship Grants at 
several area colleges for single mothers.  
 
Mothers studying at Burlington County College, Camden County College, 
Gloucester County College, Salem County College, Cumberland County College 
and Rowan University are eligible to receive a grant to help them defray the 
cost of textbooks. 
 
“We have found that these grants make such a difference for our recipients,” 
said Rose, adding that, often, working mothers with limited funds have to 
choose between purchasing their textbooks and providing needed items for 
their families. 
 
“No one who is trying to improve their lives through education should have to 
make that choice,” Rose said. 
 
The LRAF also works to increase awareness about road safety, both in America 
and abroad. Lauren’s fatal accident in Morocco was caused by unsafe road 
conditions and lax automobile safety regulations.  
 
With its partnership with Safe Kids of Southern New Jersey, the LRAF 
distributes information about safe car travel with children and performs car 
seat checks. 
 
As the organization evolves, Rose hopes to help even more women and their 
families. 
 
“There are unmet needs you don’t realize,” Rose said. 
 
A new initiative, tentatively titled “Mothers Matter Every Day,” hopes to 
achieve this end by networking with women’s groups and other organizations 
to become an even more comprehensive resource for women.  
 
Rose expects to have this initiative in place within a year. 
 
“The goal is in sight,” she said. 
 
In the coming months, the LRAF is planning two fund-raising events to support 
its programs. Sunday, July 13, is “Mothers Matter Day” at the Camden 
Riversharks. Along with the 5 p.m. game, there will be fireworks and free ice 
cream. The organization’s second annual musical fashion show, with the theme 
“Friday Night Fever,” takes place on Friday, Oct. 3 at the Tavistock Country 
Club. 
 
The LRAF always needs volunteers, especially as its Mother’s Day gift basket 
project gets into full swing. 
 
“We really rely on volunteers to get us through this and help us make our 
goal,” said Rose. 
 
To participate in the LRAF, or to receive more information about upcoming 
programs or events, call 856-428-7673 or e-mail 
susanrose@laurenslegacy.org.  
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