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May 2, 2009

Cheer for gift baskets; Jeer to church thief
C HEER: To Susan Rose of Cherry Hill, who honors her daughter each year in May by distributing gift
baskets to mothers in need around South Jersey.

Rose's daughter, Lauren Rose Albert, was killed in a car accident in 1999. To remember her, Rose
started the Lauren Rose Albert Foundation in 2001.

This year, through the foundation's Mothers Matter program, 2,500 gift baskets filled with shampoo,
scented soaps, candles, perfumes and other items will be given to women at day cares, drug abuse
counseling centers, domestic violence shelters, hospitals and other places where there are women in
need.

It's an amazing thing that Rose has done, turning her desire to remember her daughter into something
that helps so many people. She deserves a big cheer.

JEER: To the person or people who stole from a Moorestown church.

The theft occurred April 24 at the Maranatha Tabernacle Church on North Lenola Road. Musical
equipment and a computer, worth more than $10,000 altogether, were taken. There were no signs of
forced entry, according to police.

It doesn't get much lower than stealing from a church. We hope the Moorestown police are able to
track down whoever is responsible and make sure they're charged.

JEER: To Shaun Campbell and to the criminal justice system for not putting Campbell in prison a long
time ago.

Campbell, 39, of East Rutherford, was driving his SUV last week when he hit a pickup truck, injuring
that driver and his 4-year-old daughter. Campbell fled the scene.

What's stunning about this accident is that Campbell has 12 driving while intoxicated convictions to
his name and has had his driver's license suspended 78 times. He was first convicted of drunken
driving in 1987 when he was 17 years old.

Campbell is clearly a selfish person who doesn't care that he puts other people at risk.

The criminal justice system failed by the fact that Campbell was out on the streets, able to cause this
latest crash.

We shouldn't have people with double-digit drunken driving convictions who aren't serving prison
sentences of at least 20 years.

Maybe now, finally, prosecutors and a judge will throw the book at Campbell and lock him up for as
long as the law allows. He's a menace to society who should be behind bars.

CHEER: To Carusi Middle School teacher Tammy Bradshaw, who recognized a rare opportunity to
help both her students and an African tribe.
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Through the Maasai Cultural Exchange Project, members of the Maasai tribe of Kenya have visited
Carusi three times since 2006, including Monday. They come dressed in their traditional garb and talk
to the students about their culture and what life is like in Africa. For the students, its knowledge they'll
never get from a textbook.

The Maasai tribe members use their trips here to help raise money to drill wells in their villages -- five
altogether since 2005. Clean water is a major need for the Massai.

It's a valuable program that we hope Bradshaw continues at Carusi for years to come.


