Mothers Matter at Cooper Hospital

May, 2009

“Gifts brighten Mother’s Day
Group donates bags for families in need

By KRISTY DAVIES
CourlerPost Staff

CAMDEN

Recelving a Mother’s
Day gift from a stranger
was one of the nicest
things to happen to Kathy
Dillon recently.

The New Bern, NC,,
woman has been staying
in South Jersey for more
than two months while
her husband receives
treatment at Cooper Uni
versity Hospital in Cam-
den. On Thursday, volun
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teers from a Jocal charity
presented Dillon, 65, with
a gift bag brimming with
shampoos, soaps, lotions
and health and beauty
products.

“It was a pleasant sur
prise.” Dillon said of the
gift from the Lawren Rose
Albert Foundation's

Mothers Matter progran
“It has some very nic
things In &, but I'm goin
1o save them for Mother'
Day."

Bocause her three chy
dren are grown and be
husband is in the hospita
Dillon wasat sure sh
would gt anything fo
Mother’s Day this year

“Deltvery of the Moth
er's Day gifts is the mos
omotional part.” saMd Su
san Rose. the foundation’
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president and founder
who helped present the
gifts. “It makes me feel
good to brighten a moth-
er’s day with our gifts.”

The organization pre-
pared about 2,500 gift bags
for mothers in need,

Volunteers began pass-
ing out the gifts Tuesday,
and Cooper was one of
their many stops.

“It's a wonderful ex-
pression of thanks to
mothers,” said Jeffrey N.
Yarmel, chief operating of-
ficer at Cooper. “It means
s0 much to the stafl, pa-
tients and the children
who are able to give them
to their mothers and

grandmothers.
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Scouts, businesses, com-
munity organizations and
individuals have worked
since March to prepare the
gift bags for the Mothers
Matter program, which be-
gan in 2001,

More than 50 gift bags
were presented to Cooper
University Hospital and
will be dispersed by the
nurses there.

“They're for someone
who needs something spe-
cial for Mother’s Day.,”
said Lisa Moriarty, a
nurse and clinical educa-
tor at Cooper.

Onaisha Fisher, 27, of
Camden, was able to make
it to the hospital’s lobby
with her daughter, Ami-
rah Rodriguez, 10, to re-
ceive a gift,

“It'e nire of them to do

that for mothers,”™ Fisher
said. “She also gave me
two cards she made in her
after-school program. I'm
going to wait unfil she
feels better to go through
the bag with her.”

Although she didnt feel
well, Amirah was glad she
could give her mother
something for Mother’s
Day. The family is hoping
for good health and good
weather for Sunday as
well.

“We should be able to
do something.™ Fisher
said. “1 hope to be home,
cook dinner and just be to-
gether.”

Reach Kristy Davies at (856)
485-2917 or &t rdaviesScam-
den gannett com

As part of the Mothers Matter program,
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' Rose (second from left) of the Laurer



