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Two years ago, a Col-
lingswood woman who
was the beneficiary of a
Mothers Matter gift hasket
met the people who sent it
to her.

She thanked them for
the much-needed soap,
shampoo, stockings and
other items in the basket,
which she received on
Mother’s Day the year be-
fore. But one item she
found luxurious: a lotion
she wanted to keep forev-
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“She just took a little
bit each day to make it
last,” said Susan Rose,
founder of the Lauren
Rose Albert Foundation,
which started the Mothers

Matter gift basket pio-
gram for needy mothers in
2001, “We were standing
there crying. We just want-
ed to make a little bit of a
difference. We knew with
this woman, we did.”

That first year, the goal
was 100 baskets of health
and beauty-care products
to moms at day-care cen-
ters, shelters, hospitals
and “individual special
moms."” They ended up de-
livering 260. By 2004, the
total topped 1,100. This
year, more than 1,200 bas-
kets are expected to be de-
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The effort was born of
tragedy. Lauren Rose Al-
bert, a South Jersey moth-
er of three and Rose's
daughter, died in a car
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Six wyears later, the
foundation named in her
honor also provides schol-
arships for five area colleg-
es and holds a golf towrna-
ment and auction at the
Tavistock Country Club.
“It's growing every
year," said Don Colanero,

foundation wvolunteer.
“You meet s0 many won-
derful people in this little
business — people who
give, not people who take.”

Rose, with short, silver
hair and a ready smile,
sported a dark fleece pull-
over that featured the
foundation's logo: a pink
rose with the words, “A
legacy of love, laughter
and mﬂl

She exuded a quiet en-

ergy on Thursday morn-
ing, as volunteers started
to move baskets, lined up
in supermarket-like lanes,
out of the spacious office
lent to them by the Cam-
den County Democratic
Committee at the Garden
State Pavilions in Cherry
Hill.

“Onr foundation has al-
ways been about trying to
find a focus where there is
a need, where we can
make a difference,” she
gaid.

The foundation's ambi-
tions continue to grow.
This year, every basket
has a survey attached to it,
to be filled out my mothers
voluntarily and anony-'
mously

It asks basic demo-
graphic questions about
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dren, but wants to know if
recipients have a car, and,
if s0, what they need most
in maintaining the vehi-
cle. It seeks information
on cell phones, bank ac-
counts, smoke detectors
and more.

& Body Works (which con-
tributes to Mothers Mat-
ter) and a Cherry Hill sub-
stitute teacher, took the
week off to help.

faces. . . it's just the right
thing to do,” she said.
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